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Executive Director’s Message

Resilience, Reform and Readability: Shaping the Next Phase of India’s Growth

The March edition of NEF Brew reflects a growing realisation in India’s policy
and economic discourse that resilience is no longer a parallel objective to
growth; it is now central to it.

Across this issue, we bring together diverse yet deeply connected perspectives
that examine how India must prepare for a future shaped by climate volatility,
resource constraints and shifting global economic structures. The underlying
message is clear: the quality of growth will increasingly matter as much as the
pace of growth.

A highlight of this edition is the Special Feature on food safety infrastructure,
authored by Shri Rajit Punhani, IAS, CEO, FSSAI, along with Dr. Alka Rao. This
contribution stands out not only for its depth of analysis but also for its
institutional relevance. It demonstrates how climate resilience must extend
beyond infrastructure and energy systems to critical areas such as public health
and food security. The article offers a compelling framework for building a risk-
resilient ecosystem through circularity, standards, and technological
strengthening an area that will only grow in importance.

We are equally encouraged to feature an international contribution in this issue.
The article by Mahathi Gandi, PhD candidate at Seoul National University,
brings a global lens to India’s strategic positioning in critical minerals and clean
energy transitions. As India engages more deeply with global supply chains and
geopolitical shifts, such perspectives enrich our understanding and strengthen
NEF Brew as a platform with both national and international relevance.

This issue also carries contributions from emerging scholars, including Zidhan
Nadaf from Pondicherry University, alongside research-driven work by the NEF
team. The articles on green finance, climate-resilient infrastructure, nature-
based solutions, and public health risks such as asbestos, collectively highlight
a common challenge, India’s development systems must evolve from being
output-driven to being future-ready and risk-aware.




Taking Forward NEF ECON 90: From Videos to Accessible Knowledge

An important step forward for NEF has been the evolution of our NEF ECON
90 initiative.

Originally conceptualised as a series of short, under-90-second videos to
explain complex economic issues in a simple and engaging format, ECON 90 is
now being expanded into a complementary written format within NEF Brew.
We are consciously publishing articles in simplified, accessible language,
supported by infographics, so that complex policy and economic issues can be
understood not only by experts, but also by students, practitioners, and
informed citizens.

This approach has been adopted on the advice of one of the country’s most
senior, respected and experienced civil servants, who emphasised that policy
knowledge must not remain confined to specialists it must travel wider to
shape informed public discourse.

Both the NEF ECON 90 videos and the corresponding articles are now
available on our website, and we will continue to build this as a distinctive
knowledge bridge between research and public understanding.

The Road Ahead

As NEF Brew evolves, our objective is clear to position it not merely as a
newsletter, but as a credible, accessible and forward-looking policy publication.
We remain committed to bringing together voices from government, academia,
industry and young researchers, and to presenting ideas that are rigorous in
analysis yet clear in communication.

India’s development journey is entering a more complex phase. The challenge
ahead is not only to grow, but to grow with resilience, intelligence and strategic
clarity.

NEF Brew will continue to contribute to that journey.
Jagdip Rana

Executive Director
National Economic Forum (NEF)






















































































































































